
 
 
 
 

 

Tutor report 
 

 
 

Overall Comments 
 
Overall I found this a very successful assignment. There were only a couple of image 
choices I wasn’t totally convinced by –the two closer up images. Whilst perfectly fine 
photographs, I wasn’t totally sure that they reflected the idea of ‘crowds’ as well as 
some of your other photographs. You have lots of other options in your ‘other 
contenders’ folder so I would suggest switching them for IMG_2521 and IMG_2687. 
 
Assessment potential  
 
I understand your aim is to go for the Photography Degree and that you plan to submit 
your work for assessment at the end of this course. From the work you have shown in 
this assignment, and providing you commit yourself to the course, I suggest that you are 
likely to be successful in the assessment. 
 

Feedback on assignment  
Demonstration of technical and Visual Skills, Quality of Outcome, Demonstration of 
Creativity  

 

 Generally this was a good attempt at the assignment. It isn’t the easiest 
assignment in terms of finding a suitable subject –thinking about Bristol for 
instance I think you would struggle to find as dense a crowd as you have 
here. And it is precisely this denseness of the crowd that makes these images 
work –there are so many different, smaller pictures within each composition. 

 There were a few cases where I wished you had either been a bit tighter with 
you framing (IMG_2498), elbowed your way a little further to the front ( 
IMG_2800) and watched your depth of field (IMG_2499). These little 
technical issues come with practice and through shooting more –I am not 
sure how many images you shot for this assignment but I would advise 
shooting a lot –at least 10 images for every one needed in the edit, and this 
would be a low estimate. 
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 One thing I think would have helped the series have more cohesion is if you 
had stuck with the one sort of location for all the images –so, as you have 
such as nice image from the Natural History Museum, you could have 
attempted to only photograph crowds within a museum setting, or perhaps 
extended to within a heritage tourism setting. This isn’t a requirement for 
this assignment but is something to think about as you move onto later 
assignments. 

 On a rather boring technical note, a few of the images were a little off in 
terms of colour, in particular a few appeared to have a slight cyan tint. It is 
important that you get on top of a fully colour managed workflow quickly as 
this will enable you to ensure that your prints match your screen when 
printing. I have reworked one a little below for you to see the difference: 

 

 
Figure 1: Original 

 
Figure 2: Corrected to neutral 

 To make this correction on the jpeg I opened the image in Photoshop, 
selected a couple of shadow points with the colour picker (the lady in the 
orange coat in the centre –her trousers worked best), a grey point (the 
shoulder of the lady with the beige bag above the white and blue trainer on 
the right) and finally a white point (one of the signs in the far background). I 



then used the colour balance dialog to adjust the RGB values at each of these 
points (you can see the values in the info panel) so that each was neutral (the 
numbers the same). I also dropped the saturation across the whole image by 
10 to give it a more natural appearance. 

 In order to guarantee the colours on your monitor match those on my, or 

indeed any other calibrated screen or printer, you need to make sure you are 

calibrating and profiling your monitor.   

 Profiling measures the output of your display and creates a file your 

computer uses every time it starts up that adjusts it to industry standard 

colour, contrast and brightness levels. 

 The only reliable method for this is to use of a hardware profiling solution 

such as the X-rite Colour Munki Display, the i1 Display Pro, or the Spyder4 

device.  All of these are available from Amazon here: 

Colour Munki Display 
i1 Display Pro 
Spyder4 PRO Advanced 
 

 Once you have one of these devices they last for years and all you do is plug 

it in, run a program and hang it on the front of monitor whilst the program 

runs.  The program will automatically change your monitor settings to make 

your display as close as possible to the industry standard.  The program then 

prompts you to repeat the process at set intervals, either after a set number 

of hour’s usage or following a monthly calendar.  The display will then be 

accurate to the settings you have chosen and will show your work the same 

as on any other profiled device.  In other words your photos should then look 

the same on your screen and my screen and on anyone else’s screen that has 

been profiled.   

 Excuse the low quality picture, but so you have an idea of what I am talking 

about here is a mobile phone shot of my monitor being profiled 

 
 

http://www.amazon.co.uk/gp/product/B0055MBQOM/ref=as_li_ss_tl?ie=UTF8&camp=1634&creative=19450&creativeASIN=B0055MBQOM&linkCode=as2&tag=davewyatphot-21
http://www.amazon.co.uk/gp/product/B0055MBQOW/ref=as_li_ss_tl?ie=UTF8&camp=1634&creative=19450&creativeASIN=B0055MBQOW&linkCode=as2&tag=davewyatphot-21
http://www.amazon.co.uk/gp/product/B006TF37H8/ref=as_li_ss_tl?ie=UTF8&camp=1634&creative=19450&creativeASIN=B006TF37H8&linkCode=as2&tag=davewyatphot-21
http://www.amazon.co.uk/gp/product/B006TF37H8/ref=as_li_ss_tl?ie=UTF8&camp=1634&creative=19450&creativeASIN=B006TF37H8&linkCode=as2&tag=davewyatphot-21


 The colour temperature and brightness settings you select during profiling 

largely depend on your ambient lighting, but a good place to start is 5500K 

for the light temperature and somewhere between 80cd/m2 and 120cd/m2 

for the brightness.  I personally use 80cd/m2 as the room I work in is fairly 

dark and this give me a great match with prints.   

 This workflow does need to be mastered before you start printing as 

otherwise your colours and tonal values will be unpredictable. 

 The other tip I have in terms of getting your colour right is to carry a colour 
neutral grey card and make a quick photograph of it whenever the light 
changes. I use an old version of the WhiBal from Michael Tapes Design but 
there are loads of products out there these days that do the job. 

 When you are back in the studio, you simple find a photograph with the card 
in it within Lightroom and use the card to set the White balance. You can 
then sync that setting with all other photographs made in the same lighting 
and your white balance should be perfect. You can do the same in Adobe 
Camera Raw (I am not 100% about syncing there as I haven’t used it in years). 
If you were working with images in Photoshop then you could use a similar 
process through the colour picker tool, the info palette and recording the 
changes made as an Action. 

 

Learning Logs or Blogs/Critical essays  
Context  

 
 
I only emailed you about the blog a couple of days ago so there isn’t anything to add 
here, apart from saying I still find the Alfred impersonating Lemur image great! I 
have included a list of blogs that look at contemporary photography in the suggested 
reading –these should provide you with loads of material to research new 
photographers to write about and influence your own work. 
 
 
 

Suggested reading/viewing  
Context  

 
 
Contemporary Photography Blogs 
Conscientious http://www.jmcolberg.com/weblog/ 
Flak Photo http://flakphoto.com/ 
Wayne Ford http://wayneford.tumblr.com/ 
Mrs Deane http://www.beikey.net/mrs-deane/ 
No Caption Needed http://www.nocaptionneeded.com/ 
Prison Photography http://prisonphotography.org/ 
DLK Collection http://dlkcollection.blogspot.nl/ 
David Campbell http://www.david-campbell.org/ 
A Curator http://www.acurator.com/blog/ 

http://www.jmcolberg.com/weblog/
http://flakphoto.com/
http://wayneford.tumblr.com/
http://www.beikey.net/mrs-deane/
http://www.nocaptionneeded.com/
http://prisonphotography.org/
http://dlkcollection.blogspot.nl/
http://www.david-campbell.org/
http://www.acurator.com/blog/


40 by 50 http://40by50.com/blogs/4b5-blog 
Of the Afternoon http://www.oftheafternoon.com/ 
Unless you Will http://blog.unlessyouwill.com/ 
Visual Culture http://visualcultureblog.com/ 
Duck Rabbit http://duckrabbit.info/blog/ 
 
 
 

Pointers for the next assignment 

 
The next assignment calls for you to look for the ‘decisive moment’. As you will have 
probably guessed, the easiest way to complete this is via street photography but it is 
by no means the only option. You could find a performance or a series of 
performances and these would be very suitable. Or you could make a series of studio 
images. If you want some guidance on which of your various ideas to move forward 
with, and some additional people to look into. Let me know with your ideas so far 
and I will do what I can. The assignment also calls for prints so you will need to 
ensure your colour management workflow is running smoothly. 
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